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According to an Americas Watch report released on April 5, the human rights situation in Peru
has deteriorated in the twelve months which have passed since President Alberto Fujimori's
"auto-golpe." On April 5, 1992, Fujimori suspended the constitution, dissolved congress, instituted
executive control over the judiciary and began to rule by decree. The Washington-based group, a
division of Human Rights Watch in New York, reported that government security forces continue
to commit serious human rights abuses, including extrajudicial executions, disappearances, torture
and rape. Despite Fujimori's statements to the contrary, the tradition of impunity for those who
commit such crimes remains unchanged, according to the report. The report also condemns the
violent tactics of the country's two main rebel groups, Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) and the
Tupac Amaru Revoutionary Movement (Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru, MRTA). "Added
to this dismal picture is the creation since April 5 of a new legal apparatus for the suppression of
individual rights at the same time that institutions designed to protect those rights were being
weakened or eliminated," reads the report. The judiciary "has become a tool not just for locking
up terrorists, but also for silencing dissent. More rarely than ever does it protect Peruvians from
the abuse of power." Further, in the absence of a legislature, the executive has decreed a series
of anti-terrorism measures. Those decrees eliminate due process rights for persons involved in a
wide variety of activites loosely defined as "terrorism" or "treason." In addition to condemning
the Fujimori administration's "politicization of justice," Americas Watch documents 50 cases of
Peruvians who were unfairly prosecuted by "faceless" or anonymous judges. Individuals unfairly
prosecuted on charges of terrorism or treason include journalists, human rights defense activists,
doctors who provided emergency medical treatment to rebels, environmentalists, academics,
peasant organizers, lawyers, political opponents of the government, and individuals who have
had incidental contact with guerrillas. The report concludes by calling on President Bill Clinton's
administration to continue withholding military assistance until the Peruvian government: * restores
an independent judiciary; * repeals anti-terrorist decrees which violate fundamental human rights;
* establishes a mechanism for independent review of the cases of all those prosecuted under antiterrorist decrees to determine which cases should be retried by independent and impartial tribunals
and which individuals should be freed immediately; * makes progress in halting gross human rights
violations, including extrajudicial executions, disappearances, torture, and rape by the security
forces; and, * brings to justice those government officials who have committed serious human
rights violations. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 04/04/93; Associated Press, Americas Watch press
release 04/05/93)
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